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Joy Alene Bennett Barker

DEC 6, 1936 - OCT 25, 2015

F uneral services for Joy Alene Bennett Barker, 78, of Simpson, Louisiana will be
held at 11:00 a.m. Wednesday, October 28, 2015, at the Simpson Baptist Church
with Bro. Jeremy Blocker officiating. Burial will follow in the Welcome Cemetery,
under the direction of Labby Memorial Funeral Home of Leesville.

Visitation will be Tuesday, October 27th, from 5:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. at the church.

Alene, the daughter of Elder R. and Susie E. Beebe Cooley was born December 6, 1936 in Sharp-
Lena, LA. She passed away at her residence in Simpson, Sunday, October 25, 2015.

Mrs. Barker retired in 1988 from Federal Civil Service Office of Resource Management at Fort
Polk, LLA. She was a genealogist and published author of two family history books; One Bennett
Clan & One Collins Clan in 1996 and Cooley & Rachal Ancestors & Descendants in 2008. She was
a Chalk Art Artist, presenting biblical stories in chalk art form before local churches and nursing
homes.

Alene was a Christian and member of Simpson Baptist Church, Simpson, LA, and member of the
Order of Easter Star, ].T. Charnley #197, Alexandria, LA. She was a devoted wife, mother,
grandmother, and great-grandmother. She loved her family deeply. This deep love inspired her
to research, compile, and publish two family history books that are located in the Library of
Congress. Her greatest accomplishment was the privilege of being “Nana” to her grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her parents; Elder and Susie Beebe Cooley; brother, Donovan
Cooley; husbands, Pervis Bennett (father of her children) and R. M. “Sonny” Barker and brother-

in-law, Doyle Elwyn Knight.

She is survived by her children, Connie Bennett Hilger (James E. Hilger) and Roger Bennett
(Ramona); sister, Betty Sue Cooley Knight Brown (Jerry); stepchildren, Dawn Barker Starkey and
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Deah Barker Adams (Dan) ; grandchildren, Courtney Hilger Gaspard (Garon), William T. “Tid”
Hilger (Rebecca), Rebekah LeAnn Bennett, Rachel Lauren Bennett; step-grandchildren, Jason

Starkey (Ashley) and Danielle Adams and great grandchildren, Kipton Gaspard & Katelynn
Starkey.

Memorials may be made to Simpson Baptist Church, P.O. Box 87 Simpson, LA 71474, Simpson
Cemetery Association, P. O. Box 334, Simpson, LLA 71474 or Campbell Creek Cemetery, 2230
Retreat Street West Pineville, LA 71360
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Lena Mcrae Wheelock posted:
A dear, sweet, lady, indeed !!!

November 1at 7:00 PM

Judy Martin posted:

Auntie, your sweet spirit will remain in my heart forever. Our family will miss your presence, but our
wonderful memories will live on forever. All our love, Judy Knight Martin and Andre Martin; Brandon
Walker and Caitlin Walker

October 27 at 7:00 PM

Keith Riddle posted:

I met Ms. Barker briefly years ago, and remember her as a lady of grace and bearing who was easy
to talk to. Connie, please accept my heartfelt sympathy at the passing of your mother. May you and
your family find peace with the knowledge that she now rests unburdened by physical travails, and
take comfort in the legacy of her good memories and love.

October 27 at 7:00 PM

King Family posted:

May the God of tender mercy (Psalms 83:18) grant the family peace and comfort during this time of
SOIrrow.

October 26 at 7:00 PM

Tonya Gibbs posted:

One of the sweetest and most gentle people I've ever known. Rest in peace.

October 26 at 7:00 PM

David Morrison posted:
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Prayers for the family in Jesus' Name.

October 26 at 7:00 PM
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Anonymous posted:

My deepest condolences to the family and friends. May you find comfort by drawing close to God
during this difficult time. James 4:18

October 26 at 7:00 PM

Sharon Gorum posted:
A lady | remember dearly - God bless each member of her family!

October 26 at 7:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Joy by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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